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Our School Vision 
 

For all students to become successful 
learners; confident, creative 

and curious individuals who are active 
and informed citizens 

June 
 

 28/06 Last Day of Term 

  2.30pm Finish 
  Morning Assembly  
 July  
 
 

 15/07   First Day of Term 3 

 26/07  Indigenous Presentation 

 
 

August  

 16/08 Curriculum Day 

 27/08—28/8 Year 2 Camp 

  Lady Northcote Camp 

 29/08  Father’s Day Stall 

 30/08 Father’s Day Stall 

 30/08 Fathering Project 

  Father’s Day Breakfast 

Other Future Dates to remember: 

 2020 Prep Enrolments— 

        Student sibling packs available at the     

        Office. 

 Year 4 Camp Dates: 

        23/10/19—25/10/19 

 Charlie & The Chocolate Factory 

        Excursion—SOLD OUT 

        Wednesday 20/11/19 

 Year 3 Camp Dates: 

        02/12/19– 04/12/19 
 
 

Year 5 Camp 

Lake Dewar 

On the third of June the grade fives went to Lake Dewar.         
It was pouring with rain that day so most of the outdoor        
activities were cancelled. The cabins were announced,         

the grade fives travelled to their first activities. The activities 
were; kick biking, the amazing race and adventure                

tunnelling. Group 2 and group 4 came back soaked because 
they were in the rain. After we watched a movie we had lunch. 
The rain had stopped so we went on a walk. We had spaghetti 
bolognese for dinner. Then we had a disco.            By bedtime 

we were all exhausted. In one of the canoeing groups Dan 
(yep, Dan the handy man) fell in to the lake along with Robert 
and Riley. C and beat a balance record on a see saw thing. 
We had chicken wings for dinner. On the last day we did the 
amazing race. which had a large variety of different activities. 
We had hamburgers for lunch. Some people got cake as well. 

The tired campers were ready to go home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Ms. Najdovski’s Bulletin 

Semester 1 Student Reports  

Semester 1 Student Reports are now available on Compass. This is a wonderful opportunity to  

discuss your child’s progress with them. The upcoming Term 3 Parent/Teacher Interviews     

scheduled for 16 and 17 July are for parents and teachers to further discuss the learning              

undertaken in Semester 1. If you have not yet done so, please make a booking via Compass.  

Parents of students on Individual Learning Plans will also have the opportunity to meet with the 

teachers to discuss their child’s progress towards their goals and review the plan over the first 3 

weeks of Term 3. Teachers will be making individual times with these families.  

 

Cultural Understanding and Safety Training 

Staff recently underwent Cultural Understanding and Safety Training which is a Department of 

Education and Training initiative. All DET schools are required to undertake this session, based on 

understanding and supporting Koorie students. The sessions were very informative and equipped 

our staff with the knowledge, skills and connections that we can utilise in order to support our 

Koorie identified students, as well as build continued awareness amongst our community.   

 

Volunteer Information Sessions – Term 3  

At Sunbury Primary School we aim to develop strong home-school partnerships. Our parents and 
caregivers are valued as partners in the education of their children and we encourage involvement 
in the school.  In line with Child Safe Standards and the Department of Education and Training’s 
guidelines regarding volunteers in schools, all interested volunteers must attend an information 
session prior to commencing support at the school which must be undertaken each year.           
This includes volunteers in any element of the school including in classrooms, excursions, camps 
and special events. Parents and community members will not be able to support the school in a 
volunteer capacity without completing one of these information sessions.  
 
We are offering the following three sessions early in Term 3 for interested community members:   

 
Thursday 18 July 2019 - 9.00am 
Monday 22 July 2019 - 2.30pm 
Wednesday 31 July 2019 - 6.00pm                   

 
Attendance is only required at one of the above sessions. A note was recently sent home with a  
reply slip for  
parents to indicate their session preference. If you did not receive this, and would like to attend, 
please contact the office.  



 

 

Ms. Najdovski’s Bulletin 

 

Illness 

It is the time of year when many students and staff become sick, particularly with colds and flu. It 

is important to ensure your child stays home if they are exhibiting cold or flu symptoms, as these 

viruses are very easily spread in schools.  

 

Holiday works 

We have been advised by the Victorian Schools Building Authority that remediation works will be 

conducted, beginning these upcoming holidays. This means that the site (with the exception of 

Their Care, who will have restricted access) will not be able to be accessed during the duration of 

the July School Holiday period. This includes students and families accessing the site for any pur-

pose, so please do not plan to access our grounds during this time.  

 

Staffing news 

Alex Massaro and Lee-Anne Watson will be taking leave during Term 3. Cameron Nichols will be 

replacing Alex in 5/6M and Sarah Weissbacher (formerly known as Sarah Tucker) will be replac-

ing Lee-Anne’s three day a week allocation in 1/2WC. Both Cam and Sarah have worked at Sun-

bury Primary School extensively over the last few years and are both very well known to students 

and families.  

We would like to take this opportunity to wish Alex and Lee-Anne well for the duration of their 

respective leaves.  

 

Happy holidays 

Thank you all for what has been an extremely busy term, filled with a range of amazing learning 

opportunities for our students. It is hard to believe that half the year has passed already! 

We wish all of our students and families a happy and safe holiday break. This is a time for families 

to spend quality time together and our students to refresh and prepare for a busy Term 3. School 

begins on Monday 15 July. We look forward to seeing you all back safely.  

 

Acting Principal  

Shana Najdovski 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

MENTAL HEALTH AND 
WELLBEING 

When misunderstandings and disagreements occur between friends, it is best to      
let children sort out most issues themselves where they can. Dealing with small 

friendship issues can help to build resilience and coping skills through learning to 
problem solve and negotiate. 

During primary school children go through many stages of making friends 
 and will probably experience conflict at some stage.  It is very normal for children  
to experience conflict from time to time as this a way of children discovering what  

works with friends and what doesn’t.  

. 
Experiencing conflicts teaches kids:  

 How to give and take 

 How to come to an agreement 

 How to compromise 

 How to solve problems 

 To build empathy 

 To understand others and their needs 

 How to get along in a group 

 
Some children may get confused when they have a disagreement or conflict with another 
person and may call this bullying.  Building up an understanding of the different types of 
challenges and language used to explain these problems is a great first step in helping 

your child to manage conflict. 
 

If your child has fallen out with a friend take some time to have a conversation  
with them about how they feel and how their friend might be feeling. Share some 

 advice and help them to understand that there are always ups and downs in friendships. 
 Offer some next steps and follow up when they get back from school.  

 
 

For more information 
https://wellbeingforkids.com.au/category/blog/ 

https://www.psych4schools.com.au/free-resources/friendship-difficulties/ 
 

https://wellbeingforkids.com.au/category/blog/
https://www.psych4schools.com.au/free-resources/friendship-difficulties/


 

 

Year 1 and 2 Excursion to Collingwood’s Children Farm 
 

This term for our Inquiry unit on Systems, the Year Ones and Twos have been investigating how plants and animals are grown to  
provide us with food, clothing and shelter. To assist with their understanding of our discussions of food and clothing production in the 

classroom, we visited the Collingwood’s Children Farm on the 11th June.  
 

Each class group was allocated a tour guide who took them around the farm and showed them many different animals and plants that pro-
vide humans with basic needs.  

 
The students walked around the farm visiting many different animals such as the chickens, ducks and geese, sheep, goats, pigs and cows. 

They discussed what these animals provide for us in terms of food and clothing, and had the opportunities to interact with the animals such 
as feeding, patting and brushing them.  

 
The Farm’s orchard was a treat to walk through, allowing students to make connections to . our very own Patch at school. The orchard con-
sisted of many vegetables, fruit trees and even crops and weeds that are fed to some animals around the farm. The students sampled some of 

the fresh produce such as a variety of leafy greens. 
 

Students viewed the Farm’s bee hive from an observation cabin and discussed the role of the Queen bee, the worker bees and  
how honey is made. 

 Hannah L– “My favourite part of the excursion was when we went in the paddocks to pat the sheep and the goats. We got to learn 
about what foods grows on trees on farms.” 

  William B – “When I got to feed the chickens it pecked my hand and some were gentle and some were not. I learnt that when you 
are around cows you have to be careful and not stand behind their legs.” 

  Luke G – “my favourite part of the excursion was meeting the sheep and cows they were really cute and I got to hug a sheep and 
feed one.”  

  Fletcher W– “At the excursion to the Collingwood Children’s farms I learnt that pigs are omnivores and they will eat any  thing.”  

 Lauren H – “At the excursion I liked seeing the bees and I learnt that they make honey comb nests on pieces of wood. My favourite 
part of the day was feeding the sheep and goats.”  

  Will L – “At the excursion my favourite part was when I got to milk the cow, it was cool because you had to squeeze it in a certain 
way for the milk to come out.”  



 

 

As part of the Inquiry Focus on “Healthy Bodies, Healthy 
Minds”, the Prep & Prep 1’s had the fantastic opportunity to visit 

Animal Land to  
investigate where the food they eat comes from. On the tour the 
students were able to make connections between the animals & 
plants they see on the farm, with the food that ends up on their 
plate.  By discovering where their food comes from, students 

gained a deeper insight into the world of food production. 
 

We are not sure 
who had more  fun 

the kids or Mr 
Purcell? 



 

 

Congratulations to all of our year 5/6 student who participated in the 
Winter School Sports, You all did an amazing at each of your sports. 
A special mention to the Girls Soccer Team who have made it to the 

next round at the Woodland regionals next term. 

Early in Term 2 our Sunbury Community gathered together to 
celebrate S.T.E.M. learning with our annual HIVE night event! 
Our students did a fantastic job of running a host of activities 
that showcased our unit on Robotics. Some of these activities 
included coding challenges, a sumo wrestling bot challenge, 

robot mini-golf and a Lego Masters competition. Thank you to 
everyone who participated on the evening and for helping to 

make it such a great success! 



 

 



 

 

 Welcome to The Patch 
 monthly update! 

 
THE PATCH MARKET STALLS 

Friday the 28th of June, 3:30pm - 4:30pm 
Friday the 26

th
 of July, 3:30pm - 4:30pm 

 

 
 

Winter has arrived at The Patch and with it brings an opportunity to get creative and cross off those  
gardening jobs that we find hard to get done during the busier planting and growing seasons. It also 
means ‘wet day timetables’ so unfortunately there have been fewer Garden Warriors sessions this 

month. 
 

Monday’s Garden Warriors Green created two ladder style, suspended plant supports by repurposing 
discarded building materials. The tribe enjoyed helping Colin measure, mark and cut the PVC pipe ready 
for drilling. The Tribe then worked together to thread the rope through the holes and twist the wire. They 
also sieved compost to add into potting mix then used this mix to fill up two large pots which were placed 
at the bottom of each of the suspended ladders. The Garden Warriors did a great job and always enjoy 

having the opportunity to see power tools in action! 
 

Wednesday’s Garden Warriors Blue got creative with iPads. The tribe was encouraged to get up close, 
play with light and shadow and take photos from unusual angles to get some unique shots. The results 
were stunning. Also, this month, Garden Warriors Blue have planted sweet potato and potted up some 
succulents to take home. The tribe worked solidly as a team to clean out the chicken’s hen house and 

outdoor run as well. Thank you, tribe, it’s now lovely and clean.  
 

The Patch has also welcomed a number of teachers with their students this month. It’s exciting to see 
this AMAZING outdoor classroom being used as an additional learning space.  

 
Mrs Gatt, Sunbury Primary School’s STEM specialist, ventured into The Patch with 1/2E, 1/2N, 1/2WC 
and 2/3M this month. During their STEM class they explored the world of insects and the important role 

that insects play in nature and in particular the important role they play in health of The Patch. Each class 
were very excited to have the opportunity to spend time in and explore The Patch. It was amazing to see 

how engaged all of the students were during their time in The Patch. proving what a valuable learning 
resource The Patch is to Sunbury Primary School.  

 
Prep/1 K, Prep/1 R, Prep S and Prep P spent a sunny winter’s day exploring The Patch. The 80+ curious 
students and teachers enjoyed discovering all of the different produce that grows in The Patch as well as 
gave The Patch’s resident chickens a pat. Afterwards, brimming with inspiration, the Prep/1s returned to 
their courtyard to create their very own ‘Mini Patch’. The Prep/1s busily filled numerous donated 2

nd
 hand 

pots and planters with potting mix, compost and cow manure then planted a variety of vegetables and 
flowers including peas, cabbage, cauliflower, beetroot, Brussel sprouts and pansies, (which were all  

kindly donated by Bunnings Warehouse Sunbury. The Prep/1s will be encouraged to look after their new 
‘Mini Patch’ with tubs of water and watering cans which are easily accessible to water the plants at their 

leisure during recess and lunchtimes. 
 
 
Keep up to date with all of the latest news from The Patch including War on Waste Wednesdays! 

Join the SPS Green Thumbs Facebook Group by searching: SPS Green Thumbs then send 
through a request to join. 

 
If you’d like to volunteer in The Patch please contact our school’s Community Engagement  

Officer, Laura Pascoe, at the school’s administration office, Monday’s and Thursdays,  
on 03 9744 9744. 

 
 



 

 

 
 

Feature Article  
Food waste for thought 

Sunbury Primary School pupils are doing their bit for the environment. 

School volunteer De’arne Houston said a Gardening Australia segment inspired them to start their 
War on Waste Wednesday program – a food scrap and soft plastic collection service. 

“We needed to get some more scraps to make compost for our kitchen [garden] and it was just 

 a perfect opportunity to get scraps in our school community so that we can make more compost,” 
she said. 

Families are given a bucket to fill up with food scraps. They then drop off their full bucket for the 
“garden warriors” to sort through. 

“It’s a swap-and-go-system,” Ms Houston said. 

“Really good scraps will go to the chooks and then the next scraps go to our worms and then all 
the mushy yucky stuff goes into our composting system.” 

Since the initiative started a month ago, the school believes it has diverted more than 100 kilo-
grams of waste from landfill. 

Ms Houston said the children had embraced the initiative with open arms. 

“For the first week we only had a handful of scraps handed in and then it’s doubled every week 
from that,” she said. 

Families can also drop off soft plastics to the school’s War on Waste collection point. 

“It is a way to create a conversation at home about food waste.” 

 

For more information on Sunbury Primary Schools War on waste please contract the office for an 
information pack. 



 

 


